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Background: The Plastic Surgery In-Scrvice raining Exam is a knowledge as
sessment tool widely nsed during plastic sirgery training in the United States.
This stndy analyzed literature snpporting correct answer choices to determine
Philadelphia, Pa.; and Boston, Mass. highest vield sources, journal publication lag, and jonroal impact factors.
Methods: Digital syllabi of 10 consecutive Plastic Surgery Tn-Service Training
Ixam administrations (2006 to 2015} were reviewed. The mostrelerenced ar-
ticles, jonrnals, and texthooks were determined. Mean jonrnal impact factor
and publication lag were calenlated and dilferences were ehicidated by section.
Results: lwo thousand questions and 5386 references were analyzed. From
2006 1o 2015, the percentage of jourmal citations increased, whereas textbook
relerences decreased {p < 0.001}. Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery was cited
with grcatest frequency (38.5 percent), followed by Clinics in Plastic Surgery
(5.6 pereent), Journal of Hand Surgery (American volnme) (5.1 percent), and
Annals of Plastic Surgery (3.8 percent). There was a trend toward less publica-
tion lag over the smudy period (p = (L05), with a mean publication lag of 9.1 =
9.0 years lor all jonrnal acticles. Mean jonrnal impact lactor was 2.3 £ 4.3 and
lowest for the hand and lower extremity section {1.7 £ 2.8; p < (.001}. The
highest yield texthooks were elucidated by section.
Conclusion: Plastic surgery acnlty and residents may use these dafa to lacilitate
knowledge acquisition during residency.  (Plast. Reconstr. Surg. 137: 1951, 2016.}
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ing medical education credits and the opportunity The American Council for Graduate Medical
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